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A New Pastor Among Us 
After a season of discernment in coordination with the Presbytery of 

Olympia, long-time staff member Rod Nash was called by Trinity to serve as 

Associate Pastor for Community Engagement (Designated). Rod was 

ordained as a Minister of Word & Sacrament, and installed on Sunday, 

December 10th. A special thanks to the Designated Associate Pastor 

Nominating team for their work on our behalf: Mark Hillis, Kelly Christel, 

Edwina Dorsey & Joel Zylstra. 

“Great was the Company of the Preachers” 
Pastor Matt Robbins-Ghormley is the main preacher at Trinity, but in 2017 

- we were blessed to hear from a “great company” of preachers: (now) 

Rev. Rod Nash, Julia Corbett, Rev. Irvin Porter (Church of the Indian 

Fellowship), Rev. Harlan Shoop, Kris Rocke (Street Psalms), Amanda Mootz, 

Mary Mortenson (Prison Congregations of America), Carol McLaughlin, 

MoMo Pulliam, Rev. Heather James, Noah Baskett (Tacoma Rescue 

Mission), Jaquette Easterlin, Benita Ki (Neighborhood Clinic at St Leos), 

Brendan Nelson (Peace Lutheran), and Alicia Klumpp.  

Walking & Praying 

During 2017, many Trinity folks walked and prayed throughout the Bryant 

Neighborhood - thanking God for the gift of this place and these people, 

and praying for the thriving of this neighborhood. During Eastertide, we 

took Emmaus Walks and prayed in pairs, noticing how the Risen Jesus is 

with us. During the Fall, we adopted blocks of the Bryant Neighborhood to 

hold in prayer this year. In late October, we held another Day of Prayer.  

Thirteen New Members 
We continue to be encouraged by the arrival of new people, and those 

who are making a commitment to follow Christ and to join us here in our 

journey together at Trinity. We welcomed 13 new members during 2017: 

Ezra Brewster, Josie Smith, Carleigh Templin, Christian Rude, Doug & Kelly 

Humphries, Laura & Daren Crabill, John Torjesen, Brenda & Scott Morgan, 

Jake & Abby Fisher. Trinity now has 198 active adult members.  

Marked as Christ’s Own 
We were so glad to celebrate the baptisms of Andrew Bouchard, 

Alexander Zylstra, TyShay Moss, Josie Smith and Ezra Brewster this year, 

along with the dedication of Louisa Hogan, Buck Smith, and Michael Smith.  



A Community of Support  
We care for each other at Trinity - rejoicing with those who rejoice, and 

weeping with those who weep (Rom 12:15). We rallied around friends who 

were facing a move, the loss of a loved one, cancer, or life on the streets. The 

Deacons at Trinity (Suzi Entwistle, Bev Hatter, Ruth Tiger, and Mike Curtis) led 

us in many of these endeavors, hosted a special Lenten Service for Wholeness, 

brought Communion to those unable to get out for worship, and many other 

acts of care and support.  

Session 

'Session' is an old Scottish word in our Presbyterian tradition that describes 

the group of elders who together lead the congregation in the way of Jesus. 

The Trinity Session meets monthly and is composed of nine elders and both 

installed pastors. The elders are: Class of 2018: Tom Llewellyn, Erika Mariani, 

Nalani Linder; Class of 2019: Charlene Coates, Peter Elling, Mark Hillis; Class of 

2020: Emily Coates (acting Treasurer), Annie Lambert (Clerk), Tim Morton; 

Pastor Matt Robbins-Ghormley serves as the Moderator.  

“Teach One Another in All Wisdom”  
Throughout the year, we created spaces for growth and encouragement in 

discipleship. During 2017, Mary Pandiani, a friend of Trinity, led a women’s 

“Soul Tending” group, Dr. Seth Dowland gave us a historic perspective on 

“Christianity and Politics in America”, and Trinity welcomed, along with other 

Tacoma churches, Dr. Richard Beck to teach us about “The Call to Hospitality” 

and some practices that might increase our capacity to welcome one another. 

We also enjoyed two “homegrown” printed devotionals during the seasons of 

Lent and Advent, thanks to Julia Corbett. “40 Days with Jesus” followed the 

words of Jesus through the Gospel of Matthew, and “Advent Meditations” 

featured scripture and a short reflection from 24 different Trinity people. 

Getting Away Together 
Retreats are an important way we at Trinity get away and connect with God 

and each other. In January, Trinity’s men enjoyed a weekend together sharing 

stories about calling at Miracle Ranch in Port Orchard. In April, Trinity’s 

women gathered for a weekend at Seabeck to learn about the Enneagram 

from Marilyn Vancil. On Labor Day weekend in September, we enjoyed a fun 

all-church retreat day at Camp Soundview on the Key Peninsula, enjoying 

some beautiful weather right on the Puget Sound. In December, Trinity’s 

youth joined with other area churches for the 4th annual UNITE! Winter 

Retreat at Tall Timber near Leavenworth.  



Lots of Youth doing Lots of Things 
Five years ago, Trinity had 24 Jr and Sr High School students. Now - 

we have 42! The Youth at Trinity have a wonderful life together - 

with regular youth worship each Sunday, Small Groups, the 

Catechumenate (a confirmation-like year-long course), a summer 

mission trip to Idaho, the annual UNITE winter retreat, 30 Hour 

Famine, service projects, fellowship gatherings, etc. Our teens are 

tutoring at TAP, teaching Sunday school, leading kids on 

Jubilee Sundays, providing childcare for family faith formation 

nights and others events, as well as supporting various 

ministries throughout Tacoma. A highlight of the year has 

been the addition of a half-time youth ministry intern 

Christian Rude to our leadership team.  

Children’s Ministry 
More than 90 children attend Sunday school at Trinity on a regular 

basis. Over 70 volunteers, including 8 teens are sharing sacred 

stories, prayers and smiles with our little ones on Sundays. This 

year we divided our too large PreK/Kindergarten class in two and 

introduced them to Godly Play. Thanks to the amazing gift of 

wooden storytelling pieces from our woodworker Loren, our 3rd 

and 4th-5th grades got a chance to hear all new Godly Play stories 

this year. Family faith formation events, milestone celebrations and family faith 

resources were provided to help parents be better pastors to their children at home. Jubilee Sundays, 

family worship services and babysitting nights created wonderful opportunities for intergenerational learning 

and relationships to form. 



‘Here for Good’ in Full Swing 
2017 was a year full of fundraising with a committed team of staff (Julie Cramer, Rod 

Nash, & Matt Robbins-Ghormley) and volunteers (Miyon Kautz & Nalani Linder - co-

chairs - and Chuck Kleeberg, Kate Ward, Brian Humphreys, Brady Bekker, Harlan 

Shoop, Dave Christel, Bev Hatter, Tim Herron) working to get the word out and inviting 

individuals, foundations, and other community partners to join Trinity in the vision to 

establish the Bryant Neighborhood Center. A campaign slogan was chosen, a case for 

funding was developed, a video was produced, several news stories were shared 

broadly about Trinity’s story (Faith and Leadership, PCUSA newswire), many one-on-one 

meetings were held, and many applications were submitted.  

A Bigger Goal 
Mid-way through 2017, Trinity’s Session learned that the project we are planning will cost lots more 

to complete than initially estimated - due to both rising construction costs, and the more precise 

plans now available. With a lot of prayer, discernment, and input from the congregation, we drew 

back the scope of the project, increased our goals for the external campaign (from $1.9M to $2.5M), 

and committed ourselves to a second congregational campaign in the Fall of 2019. The new overall 

budget for the project is $4.7 Million. 

A First Class Team  
We’re grateful that our Trinity Design & Construction 

Team (Kevin Hunter, Randy Gould, John Bekker, and 

John Kautz) pulled together a fabulous professional team 

to support our building project - including Broderick 

Architecture (John Faley), I.L. Gross Structural Engineers 

(Victor Martinez), and Tacoma-based Mountain 

Construction (Jeff Stroud and Jeremy Patnoi). They have 

been hard at work all year, getting into every detail, and 

preparing the design and budget. 

Foundations & Individuals Say “Yes!”  
We were so thankful to receive commitments to the ‘HERE FOR GOOD’ campaign from the following 

foundations in 2017:  Bamford Foundation, MultiCare Foundation, Mannix Canby Foundation, Names 

Family Foundation, Presbytery of Olympia, Sequoia Foundation, and the Woodworth Foundation, for 

a total of $245,000. We also received a total of $1,094,483 in individual commitments.  

Campaign Funding 

 Goal Pledged Received 

 $4.7 M $2.52 M $1.69M 

What We Need is HERE $1.17 M $1,168,680 $508,162 

Here for Good $2.5M $1,355,636 $1,180,484 

2nd Internal Campaign $1.03M Starts 2019 Starts 2020 

Pledged What We Need 
is HERE, 25%

2nd Internal, 22%

Pledged Here for Good, 29%

Here for Good yet to 
raise, 24%

A Major Gift! 
Trinity was blown away in September 

2017 with news of an anonymous gift 

of $1 million given to the “HERE FOR 

GOOD” campaign. 

 



Strong Support for Trinity Outreach 

For many years, Trinity’s Outreach Programs have been funded through the 

financial support of individuals, other churches, our Annual Outreach Auction, 

and local foundations. 2017 marked the best year of fundraising we’ve ever 

had, exceeding our previous record by $29,500! We are grateful for Rod 

Nash’s work on our behalf, and for the following foundations who supported 

Trinity Outreach this year: the Forest Foundation, the Mannix Canby 

Foundation, the Greater Tacoma Community Foundation, Tacoma Rotary #8, 

the Dimmer Family Foundation, the Bamford Foundation, the Norcliffe 

Foundation, the Florence B. Kilworth Foundation, the Milgard Family 

Foundation, the Jean E. Thomson Foundation, the Fuchs Foundation, the 

Stockdale Foundation, the Foss Foundation, Tulalip Tribes Charitable Giving, 

and the Franciscan Foundation. 

Trinity Honored with Gold Star Award  
Trinity’s work in our neighborhood was honored by the Tacoma Schools with a 

Gold Star Award which was presented at the November 20th School Board 

meeting. The award was presented by Jenn Brown (Assistant Principal at 

Bryant Montessori) and Christine Brandt (Principal at Jason Lee Middle School) 

- and was in gratitude for the many ways that Trinity supports students and 

their families at Jason Lee and Bryant. 

Three Decades of TAP  
This June, Trinity celebrated the 30th year of TAP! The occasion marked 5,000 

hours of staff and volunteers working side by side with our partners at Bryant 

Montessori to support more than 350 students in their literacy skills. TAP 

continues to meet every day after school, supporting a fresh class of students 

on the road to reading. 

Bobcat Learning Center 

The Learning Center began its 19th year in the fall of 2017.  That’s 19 years 

since it started in Tim and Anna Herron’s garage, and 19 years of working all 

throughout the school year with neighborhood middle school students!  We 

couldn’t be more grateful for this amazing partnership with Peace Community 

Center and Jason Lee Middle School, and the opportunity Trinity has to help 

provide this much-needed service to Jason Lee students.  Huge thanks to 

Jaquette Easterlin for her ongoing leadership, and Learning Center staff Laura 

Johnson and Daniel Akamine! 

Pat’s Closet  
In 2017, Pat’s Closet (Trinity’s weekly Clothing Bank) served over 3,000 youth 

and adults from our neighborhood with much-needed clothing, household 

goods, and food. Iris Jackson continues to run Pat’s Closet on Thursday 

evenings with her group of faithful volunteers, and Roseann Lauzon did the 

same on Friday afternoons. We are incredibly grateful for all who make Pat’s 

Closet happen each week, and for the opportunity to come alongside our 

neighbors in this meaningful way. 



Honoring the Legacy of 
Tony Mueller 

On “Souper Bowl” Sunday 2017, 
Trinity took some time to honor the 
legacy of Tony Mueller. The Mueller 
family joined us as we remembered 
Tony’s legacy of “Big Nickels” and his 

motto: "Be grateful. Be satisfied. Share." The ongoing 
work of Tony’s Kitchen also continued week by week 
in 2017, welcoming 30-40 guests each Friday. A 
dedicated team of volunteers help make “Soup & 
Conversation” happen each week. 

Trinity Neighborhood 
Clinic 

The Trinity Clinic hosted 413 patient 
visits in 2017. Each Tuesday evening, 
volunteers from Trinity and the 
greater Tacoma community 
welcome underinsured youth and 
adults to receive much-needed health services, 
including school physicals, at no charge to the 
patient. In 2017 the Clinic also hired a fantastic new 
Director in Sarah Stacy who has brought a wonderful 
new energy and vision to the Clinic! 

  

Back 2 School Night  
Over 125 students attended Trinity’s 
2017 Back 2 School Night, receiving 
school supplies, backpacks, 
barbeque, sports physicals, bicycles, 
and clothing! We are grateful to our 
Trinity volunteers and our partners 

who helped support this event: Bikes 4 Kidz at Marine 
View Presbyterian Church, who restored the 56 bikes 
we gave away that night; Immanuel Presbyterian’s 
Blues Vespers Program, who collected school supplies 
and backpacks; and the team at Peace Community 
Center, who volunteered. 

Christmas House  
Thanks to the generosity of our 
Trinity Community, Blues 
Vespers, Bikes 4 Kidz, and the 
YMCA, we were able to provide 
Christmas presents and 
households goods for over 100 

people! Additionally, thanks to a team of talented 
volunteers, sponsors were able to receive beautiful 
mosaic ornaments, representing the good work we 
can do when we all come together. 

Transformational Presence Month 

Trinity celebrated its 7th Transformational Presence Month of October, focused on 

Trinity’s ministry philosophy of Transformational Presence.  This year our theme of 

“Here on the Hilltop” four leaders from our Hilltop neighborhood spoke about where 

they see God moving in our community. We also celebrated Bryant Sunday and 

participated in a neighborhood-focused Prayer Vigil. 

Camp Trinity 2017 

The summer of 2017 marked 10 straight years of Camp Trinity!  Once again, 

this year, over 30 children from Bryant Montessori and the Trinity congregation 

came together for the total awesomeness that is Camp Trinity! Campers and 

leaders engaged in two full weeks of excitement, activities, learning, 

adventures, and sweating! 



In Memoriam 
In 2017 we lost three members of the greater 

Trinity community: Panago Horton, Jalil Lawrence, 

and TyShay Faith Moss. Panago Horton served as 

AmeriCorps staff at Trinity from 2012-14. Jalil 

Lawrence was a daily Learning Center attendee 

during his three years at Jason Lee Middle School. 

And TyShay Faith Moss was the daughter of former Trinity staff member, Carmetrus Parker. We lift these three 

important parts of our community to the Lord, and continue to thank God for their lives.  

Gifted & Committed Staff 

Trinity has an amazing staff that leads our many efforts for the congregation 

and neighborhood. We’re grateful for many long-term staff who continue 

their good work. This year, we welcomed Julie Cramer (‘Here for Good’ 

Campaign Coordinator), Kelly Humphreys (TAP Assistant), and Sarah Stacy 

(Trinity Clinic Director). We increased hours for our Church Administrator, 

Cynthia Stelle, and our Youth Ministry Intern Christian Rude. Due to strong Outreach Fundraising, even as the 

Urban Leaders in Training Americorps program faced an abrupt ending in August, we were able to hire Daniel 

Akamine and Laura Johnson to continue at Trinity as Learning Center staff for the 2017-2018 school year.  

Trinity Building Getting a Workout 

Did you know that Trinity is used for so much more than Trinity programs? Throughout the year, our space is 

regularly occupied by a variety of organizations, including: Youth for Christ SOZO and Parent Life Meetings, AA, a 

PLU "study abroad" course, Project IF, Puyallup Watershed Initiative, Tacoma 350, the Spartan’s football 

carwash, and more! Our space continues to be an important resource serving the Tacoma community.  

Generosity  
In a year when we added significant new commitments with a capital campaign, it was unclear how that might 

impact our annual ministry giving - but the Trinity Congregation responded with incredibly strong and consistent 

giving in 2017, for a total of $381,275 on the year. This not only exceeded our giving goal for 2017, but marked 

the 5th straight year that we have done so. Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

2017 Year End Financial Overview 
 Annual Ministry Fund  Outreach Fund 

In
co

m
e

 

Congregational Giving $381,275 Individuals $11,221 
Other (Rent, etc) $8,815 2017 Auction Proceeds $14,035 
  Foundations/Grants $112,550 
  Other Churches, Program Fee Receipts $5,113 
  From General Fund $73,300 
Total Income $390,090 Total Income $216,219 

Ex
p

en
se

s 

    

Personnel $237,207 Personnel $166,999 
Operations/Program $75,078 Operations/Program $28,916 

To Trinity’s Outreach Programs $73,300   

Total Expenses $385,585 Total Expenses $195,915 

 In Reserve $115,546  In Reserve $71,374 



 


