Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:

Several decades ago the mystery writer, Dorothy Sayers, wrote a captivating series of radio
plays on thelife of Christ titled, The Man born to Be King. In one episode, Sayers imag-
ines what might have happened after Jesus brought back from the dead his good friend
Lazarus, brother of Mary and Martha. One friend nervously approaches the newly-alive
Lazarus. “Dotell meLazarus—1 hopel’m not being impertinent — but what does it feel
liketo bedead?” A still stunned Lazarus, fresh from the tomb, turns to Jesus. “Master, what shall | say?’ Jesus,
chuckling: “1’m sorry, Lazarus, you must do your best with it; but no state secrets!” The scene continues:

LAZARUS (As he speaks, the conversation dies away into an inquisitive silence):
“Thislifeislike the weaving at the back of theloom. All you seeisthe crossing of thethreads. In that life you
go around to the front and see the wonder of the pattern.”

FRIEND: “What sort of patternisit?’

LAZARUS: “Beautiful...and terrible. And, how can | tell you?...it isfamiliar. You have known it from all
eternity. For Hethat madeit istheform of all things, Himself both the weaver and the loom.”

As a season of reflection and repentance, Lent is atime for taking a good look at the weaving at the back of the loom, to
look at the loose ends of our lives, the messiness, the knotty-ness. Our lives are not always pretty — sin, sickness, sorrow,
disease, despair — these things don’t always make sense. Lazarus knew, as we do, too, death is a particularly ugly and pain-
ful knot in the tapestry of thislife.

On Thursday night this week we will gather to remember that Jesus, too, endured suffering and death. Hanging on a Roman
cross for the sins of the whole world, Jesus, too, experienced this horrible crossing of the threads.

Still, thereis another perspective, a different view. Jesuswas raised from the dead. Jesusisalive. On Easter, as Sayer’s
Lazarus might put it, we go around to the front of the loom of life and see the beautiful and terrible — terribly awesome, ex-
quisitely rich — pattern of life. Resurrection life. Eternal life. Hope, meaning, divine purpose— all are exposed!

Thisweek, as we remember Christ’s suffering, and cel ebrate his resurrection from the dead and our resurrection in him, may
God give us arenewed confidence that behind the messy “crossings of the threads’ of our everyday lives, there is a magnifi-
cent pattern which we will someday see— on the other side. Asthe Apostle Paul putsit in 1 Corinthians 13:12:

“Now we see but a poor reflection, as in amirror; then we shall seefaceto face.
Now | know in part; then | shall know fully...”

In the meantime, may we learn to trust Him who is both the Weaver and the L oom.

Learning to trust the Risen Christ with you,

Pastor Heidi Husted Armstrong
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Trinity Presbyterian Church
Budget Update

Tithes and Offerings
First Quarter 2010

Budgeted Income Actual (+)Surplusor Operating
Month Anticipated monthly income Income (-) Deficit Reserves’
January 22,666 18,478 -4188 40,242
February 22,666 18,166 -4500 35,153
March 22,666 21,085 -1581 Depends on actual
expenses thru 3/31
Total 67,998 57.765° -10,269
Notes:

'Our anticipated budgeted income is based on an annual total of
$272,000, divided hereinto 12 equal amounts of $22,666 per month.
(The good news is Trinity giving is generally greater during the last two
months of the year.)

’A bit of sobering news: We are aready dipping into our Operating
Reserves (we started 2010 with just over $42,000; at the end of Febru-
ary reserves dropped to just over $35,000. We won’'t know the actual
March amount until the close of 3/31. We are not at acrisis point yet,
but are hopeful that we will be able to bring in an amount closer to our
anticipated monthly income and not use up our reserves.

*Our incomeis lower than we expected, while our expenses are on track
with our expectations.

Thank you for your faithful giving to the Lord through the ministry of
Trinity. We ask only that you prayerfully seek God’s guidance for your
continued giving.

- The Session
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The Pastor Nominating Committee has been very
busy interviewing pastors from all around the U.S.
This has been an extremely humbling process for all
of us as we seek to find the pastor who will lead
Trinity in the coming years. We®e engaged in alot of

prayer and meaningful conversation, and we' ve spent —

. . . The Pastor Nominating
many hours processing our reactions to the inter- Committee
views. It'sbeen agreat process, and we are very (from left to right):

: : Paul Duke, Amber Englund,
excited about where it has taken us. Stephen Coates White, Bev Hatter,
Koallin Hogan, Deb Llewellyn,

Cefe Quesada.

Out of these very fruitful discussions, we feel God is

leading us to continue to get to know three finalists! They are all outstanding
candidates, and we have arranged each of their final interviews and visitsto
Tacoma. Thisisall very exciting and breathtaking at the same time!

We continue ask two things from all of you, the Trinity family:

First, while members of the PNC thank you for your thoughts and prayers over
the last year, we need this to continue now more than ever. We need God's
help to see what God has in store for us as a church and for our neighborhood
and community.

Second, we ask you to tentatively save the weekend of June 5-6 for our top
candidate to meet all of you. We anticipate that there will be a congregational
open house to meet the candidate on Saturday, followed by Sunday worship
with the candidate preaching, a congregational meeting to vote to extend a call,
and anew pastor reception.

Please come and see what we are so excited about!

Peace from the PNCI




On April 23-24 our Middle School youth group will partici-
pate in World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine. We're fasting for
30 hours to get ataste of hunger —and to raise money to help
feed and care for hungry kids and their families around the

world.

We need your help!

We'd like all of Trinity to beinvolved in our Famine. Here
are some ways you can be part of the action:

Pray. Ask God to bless our students as they go without
food so others can eat.

Participate. We need volunteersto help with our Famine
weekend event!

Give. Support our students fundraising efforts — every $30
they raise can help feed and care for one child for a
month! (We will have a 30 Hour Famine offering on
April 18th)

Any guestions or want to participate? Call Courtney at
253.272.8819x104 or email courtneyb@tpctacoma.org




