Dear Trinity,

ou know how something you have heard a million timeswill all of a

sudden jump out at you as if for the first time? The scripture for Easter
morning was Matthew 28: 1-10. (Easter morning was GREAT, by the way!
A specia thanksto those of you who helped pull each piece of that morning
off!) Anyway — Matthew 28, verse 2 says, “And there was a violent earth-
quake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone
and sat on it.” | looked at Heidi and said “1 don’t think I’ ve ever heard that before.” *“...and sat on it”!
She looked back at me with the look of, “Are you kidding? Where have you been?” But asaresult |
have thought about that a bit. Why would an angel sit on astone? It reminds me of that question of how
many angels could you fit on the head of apin? If you are an angel you can sit anywhere, asfar as|
know. But why did the angel sit? (I think it’s better than leaning on the stone, supported by one arm
with one leg crossed over the other. Lookstoo casual.) | think it must have been away of saying that
something permanent has happened. This resurrection event isadone deal. This stoneis not to be
moved.

| have thought about the image of that stone and my own heart. Jesusis out of the grave so he can bein
my heart. There are stones that have to be rolled away in my heart to make room for him to enter. |
would hope that there is an angel sitting on it so it would not get rolled back and block growth, authentic-
ity, love, hope, or even suffering as | try to open myself up the ever-present but mysterious Spirit of
God. Yet at times, | think that the angel didn’t sit hard enough. The angel’ s there leaning on it rather
than sitting on it. | sometimes wonder if there are lots of stones that have to be moved rather than just
one big one. So it will take lots of angels sitting on stones so they don’t get moved back and become
permanent. But they can, you know!

One stonethat | am trying to let the angel sit on isthe hope that Trinity will be the kind of place where it
isn’t just committed to a Pastor or a personality, but to the Body that is gathered here and the mission it
has defined for itself. | haveto admit that | try to roll the stone back over my heart when | hear or be-
come aware of people who are not coming to church because | am leaving, or perhaps that is the assump-
tion | make. My hope isthat the risen Christ might be the center of our lively congregation, not a Pastor.

So sitonit, Gabriel! | need help!
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In light of Harlan’s announcement back in January that he would be retiring as our Pastor at the
end of July, Trinity has recently elected a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) to undertake the
role of finding our church’s new Pastor.

The PNC has been meeting every other week for the last 2 months and has been carrying out vari-
ous tasks in-between meetings to get, as efficiently as possible, all the necessary forms completed
to begin the process of finding anew Pastor. The PNC is currently working on itsfirst major docu-
ment, the Church Information Form, which gets posted online and gives inquiring Pastors the abil-
ity to find out some details about the demographics and personality of the churches they are con-
sidering applying to. Within the next 2 months, our PNC hopes to finalize the CIF by summarizing
Trinity@history as well as who it®becoming, and explain the theological perspective and personal
characteristics we are looking for in a Pastor. Then the fun of receiving applications and interview-
ing applicants begins. Thetimeline for this process can be somewhat unpredictable, and much de-
pends on the quality of the applications we receive and the eventual interviews that follow. We
will do our best to keep the congregation updated on how it’s al going every step of the way.

The PNC'’s process is explained by the Presbyterian Church as follows:

“The process of caling a Pastor, Co-Pastor or Associate Pastor is first and foremost an act of spiri-
tual discernment. There are lots of instructions and paperwork that go into this process, but do not
be deceived; thisisaspiritual task not an executive search. Y our task isto find the person that
God iscalling to fill the vacancy at your church. That will require of you and of the Pastor Nomi-
nating Committee (PNC) prayer, careful listening, and reflection. Indeed, every member of the
committee should make it part of their daily devotional life to pray for the work of the committee
and for the discernment to discover the one God is calling.”

In light of these words, please pray for our PNC and the important commission they have entered
into on our congregation’ s behalf. Also, please let them know if you have any concerns or ques-
tions they might be able to answer for you.

The Pastor Nominating Committee (from left to right):
Paul Duke, Amber Englund, Stephen Coates-White, Bev
Hatter, Kollin Hogan, Deb Llewellyn, Cefe Quesada.




It seemslike just yesterday | was starting my job here at Trinity, and we had a brand new AmeriCorps
staff who were just getting their feet wet! In redlity, it was 21 months ago, and now Brian, Lahlae &
Carmetrus are finishing up their 2nd year of service, and we are al on to new things!
Hereisan update on how things are shaping up for next year:

Brian Kramer and L ahlae Habibi will be moving on from Trinity next year. Brianisstill
making plans and is considering moving to Hawaii to be near his brother who is currently
livingin Maui. (Soundsrough, right?) Lahlae will be marrying her fiancée, Ben, in early
July, and moving with him to Seattle in order to begin school at Mars Hill Graduate School
in order to pursue a Master’s Degree in Counseling.

Carmetrus Parker will be (thankfully!) staying on the Trinity staff in a part-time role to con-
tinue to coordinate TAP and work as a community liaison. Carmetruswill continue to work
closely with Bryant Montessori and help usin our efforts to partner with that school and pro-
vide more support to the students we currently are working with.

Mike Curtis has been our Learning Center Director since September, and is currently tak-
ing some time off from his L C duties to attend to his wife, Deb, as she recovers from open-
heart surgery. We are not sure what Mike' s involvement is going to be able to be next year,
but we are hopeful that Deb’s health will continue to improve, and that Mike will be able to
return to leading our new team at the Learning Center. Please continue to pray for Deb's
recovery, as we miss seeing both of them around the church!

ThePlan:
We are excited to announce that Courtney Bear ddey-Schoonmaker will be serving as
our “CAP” Intern, (City As Parish is a partnership between Trinity & the Northwest Lead-
ership Foundation), splitting time between facilitating Trinity’s middle school & high
school youth programs and serving at the Learning Center. Courtney is graduating from
UPS at the end of May, and will continue our efforts to try and connect these two groups of
kids in some shared experiences, growing each of these important programs and creating
deepened relationships all around.

We will al'so be hiring 3 new AmeriCorps staff who will also begin September 1st. One of these folks
will be focused at Bryant and run TAP with Carmetrus. The other two will serve with Courtney and pos-
sibly Mike Curtis at the Learning Center, helping out at both Jason Lee and Bryant during the school
days. Welook forward to introducing you to these folks in the fall!

Dear Pennies for Peace Supporters,

The Bryant Peace Committee wants to acknowledge and

thank you for your part in supporting the Bryant Pennies for

Peace Campaign. The number of hands involved in this project are too nu-
merous to count. With your help we raised over $8,000.00 for children’s
education in the remote regions of Pakistan and Afghanistan. The power of
all those pennies will bring in more teachers for the students and make sure
students have classroomsto learn in. Together we made a big difference in

the lives of these children. Thanks!
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Trinity Clean-Up Day - Saturday, May 16th from 9am-Noon. Join
us for 3 hours of helping spruce up the Trinity grounds as well as the sur-
rounding neighborhood! For questions, please contact Carmetrus Parker at the
Trinity office at 253-272-8819 x104.

Bryant Block Party - Friday, May 29th, 5-7pm at Bryant Montessori.
Come one and all to hang out and have a party with our neighborhood! Food,
games, and fun for all ages abound! If you have any questions or would like
to get involved, please call Carmetrus Parker at the Trinity office.

Trinity All-Church Retreat - May 29-31 - Join usfor afun-filled
weekend away together at Camp Berachah! All ages are welcome! Informa-
tion on the retreat is available each Sunday in the Fellowship Hall. Please
contact Karlain the Trinity officeif you have any questions. Financial assis-
tanceis available.

If you would like to get something into the newsletter or calendar, please call Karla at the Trinity office at 253-272-8819.
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On April 24™ & 25th, four Trinity middle schoolers and
five adults participated in World Vision’s 30 Hour
Famine. We ate our last meal on Friday at noon, and
we did not eat again until Saturday at 6p.m. To distract
us from our rumbling stomachs, we played games that
simulated what it would be like to live in adeveloping
nation. These games were very fun and extremely chal-
lenging, and gave us just aglimpse of what it would be
liketo carry water for miles or forage for food in a deso-
late climate.

On Saturday, we woke up bright and early, donned our nicest work clothes and went out to Citi-
zen's for a Healthy Bay at Mowitch Estuary, an environmental clean-up activity. We learned a
lot about invasive species, how to dig up Himalayan blackberries from their roots, and we even
planted a number of native plants! Next, we took atrip to Nativity House-
a shelter that provides breakfast and lunch to homeless or low-income
people.

We were prepared to encounter our worst temptation here seeing as how
we were told we would be serving food, but instead in turned out that we
handed out hygiene packetsinstead. The kidswere great at this, and it
was clear that everyone appreciated their presence and warm smiles.

So, what did we learn? | think it is safe to say that we al learned how
drinking juice and water for 30 hoursis not preferable. More importantly though, we experi-
enced asmall dose of what millions of othersin our world go through every single day. Weal
realized, however, that the millions don't get to break their fast after 30 hours like we did.
Thankfully, the money we raised, with many of you helping, will lessen the staggering statistics
of poverty. While $2200 doesn’t seem like much in terms of eradicating poverty, it is enough
to care for six children for ayear, or one child for six years. Either way you look at it is atangi-
ble difference that would not have existed before.

Personally, the 30 Hour Famine was difficult, but watching the compassion and energy
(and boy did they have alot of it!) of Abel, Abby, Rachel,
and Dylan, made me smile and laugh despite my hunger
pangs. No doubt we could not have done this without our
prayer partners and support of the church, so thank you. 1
can’'t speak for everybody on the team, but | know that
when | sit down for ameal now, | am quicker to give thanks
and am even slower to eat.

|




( - L&

Spring 2009 Adult Spiritual Formation Classes

Falling in Lovewith Dead Christians will be reading and discussing the works of Alan Paton at
8:45am each Sunday in the Trinity House.

Bible Study Group meets every Sunday at 9 am just off the Fellowship Hall and will continue
to study of The 10 commandments.

Wednesday Morning Women's Bible Study from 9:30-11am, studying the book of Esther.

Staff News

Heidi Husted Armstrong has been graciously awarded a grant to take 3 months off of her work at
Trinity as our Parish Associate in order to write a book on the subject of her dissertation which was
“Partnersin Preaching”. Heidi and Rick will continue to worship with us during those 3 months, she
just won’'t be doing anything “ staffy”.

Rod Nash has recently accepted the position of Trinity Worship Director. Thiswill begin July 1,
2009 and Rod will continue to serve in hisrole here at Trinity as Director of Outreach & Education.

L ahlae Habibi has served for the last 2 years at Trinity, first as an AmeriCorps volunteer, and then
thislast year as our CAP Intern. Lahlae has worked with both the Learning Center & the middle &
high school groups, as well as leading worship regularly. Lahlaeis getting married in July, and will be
moving to Seattle with Ben in order to attend Mars Hill Graduate School. We will miss her!

2009 Trinity Session Members

John Bekker Kevin Hunter
LisaDuke Mark Mariani
Leigh Fitz Tammy Newman

Next Session Meeting:
Tuesday, May 19th, 2009
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