
��Dear Trinity, 
 

 Happy New Year!   No, I’m not losing it.  Actually this Sunday, November 29th, is   
 the First Sunday of Advent, which is the beginning of the liturgical or church       
 calendar.  It seems to me, Advent comes at the right time of year for us here  
 in the Pacific Northwest, in the deep mid-winter, when the days are cold and gray,  
 and the nights are at their longest.  In the Northern Hemisphere, Advent starts at the  
 darkest period, and is designed to be a time of preparation, anticipation, expectation 

and hope – that the Light will shine.  Of course, we already know Jesus has come; he is present with us.  Still, we 
always long for a nearer experience of him, a greater vision of him who is always and ever “God with us.”  
 
At the same time, ironically, getting ready for the Christmas our culture has come up with can push Christ to the 
periphery of our lives.  So, I thought I’d offer a couple of suggestions for this Advent season: 
 
Good:  Don’ t let the practices of our cultural Christmas over take your life. 
Better : I heard about limiting your Christmas lists to four items:  “1. Something you want, 2. Something 

you need, 3. Something to wear, and 4. Something to read.”  
Best: Instead of shopping for the person who has everything (which describes a fair amount of us) put 

your energy into alternative giving.  For example:  Have your family sponsor a neighborhood fam-
ily through Trinity’s Christmas House.  Or, give an extra gift to our Front Door Ministry this sea-
son to help our neighbors with critical needs.  I am aware of one Trinity member who (in light of 
our recent budget cuts) has instructed her family that all she wants for Christmas is for them to give 
to the Trinity General Fund – and they have! 
 

Good: Recognize that people experience the gamut of emotions in December, from super glad to very sad. 
Better : Recognize that Christmas can be an especially difficult time if you have lost someone you love. 
Best: Reach out with a kind word or smile to those who seem angry or upset - in the checkout line, on 

the freeway.  As one person’s email tag reminds me:   “Be kinder than necessary to those you meet, 
for everyone is fighting some kind of battle.”   Perhaps especially at Christmas. 
 

Good: Invite someone to church. 
Better : Invite people to church at times it’s been proven they are more open – during Christmas (and 

Easter).   
Best: Make a list of one or two people who might be open to coming to Trinity’s  Christmas Eve worship 

service at 7 pm, then invite them, pick them up, and sit with them. 
 
Know that you are dear to me, friends, and I count it a privilege and joy to serve as your Interim Pastor. 
 
         
         Heidi Husted Armstrong 
         Interim Pastor 
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Hello Trinity family, 
 
We, on the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC), would 
like to give an update on our process and current activi-
ties.  We have been working hard since last spring, de-
veloping the relationship within the group, and creating 
procedures on how to read and score the Personal  Infor-
mation Files, (which is a fancy way to say resumes),  
We’ve also spent time listening to and understanding 
Trinity so that we make good choices and having listen-
ing hearts, hearing the Lord, and trusting Him. 
 
Thank you for entrusting us to do the work of the PNC—
considering your interests and bringing to you – with God’s help – the best candidate we 
can.  We will present to you with one candidate at a future congregational meeting where 
you will be asked to concur with our decision. 
 
We have been very busy these past few months. In late August, we were able to start read-
ing through Personal Information Forms (PIFs). We have examined 70 applications so far. 
We have settled on a few good candidates at this point, and have approached these few 
with emails, letting them know we are interested. We have received responses from some 
saying that they are still interested, and some have accepted positions in other places. 
 
We are preparing to step to the next level with these candidates. This will include phone 
interviews, listening to sermons, and gathering any other information that will help us get 
to know the candidate better.  We are very excited to be going into this new season. How-
ever, please know that because the holidays are coming upon us, there is a good chance that 
most of the phone interviews may take place after the New Year. Before we begin phone 
interviews, we will be convening to examine more PIFs, and prepare interview questions. 
 
Please be in prayer for us. We have an exciting, but daunting, path ahead of us. If you have 
questions about the process of calling a pastor, we would be happy to speak with you. 
While the work of the PNC is strictly confidential, to protect the candidates and other 
churches, the process is open. 

In His service, 
 

                Amber Englund (PNC Chair)              Bev Hatter                 Kollin Hogan 
 
            Cefe Quesada          Paul Duke         Stephen Coates-White         Deb Llewellyn 
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The Pastor  Nominating Committee 
(from left to right):   

Paul Duke, Amber Englund, Stephen 
Coates-White, Bev Hatter, Kollin Hogan, 

Deb Llewellyn, Cefe Quesada. 
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We have the privilege here at Trinity to be part of an extremely effective partnership with the North-
west Leadership Foundation around our AmeriCorps and CAP (City As Parish) staff members.  
These members, Yusuf Word, Courtney Beardsley-Schoonmaker, Skylar Cole, and Maggie Christof-
ferson, have taken to Trinity and our Outreach Programs in an incredible way this fall.   
 

Skylar, Yusuf, and Courtney run the Trinity Learning Center from 2:30-5:30 every day.  At any 
point during the week you could stop by the Trinity basement and see kids being tutored, studying 
on their own, playing basketball or a board game, eating snacks, working in our computer lab, or just 
sitting around laughing and talking with one another.  Our staff knows full well that true Community 
is built over time, but I have been amazed so far this year at how quickly our kids have taken to these 
new folks with great affection.   
 

The saying goes, “They don’ t care how much you know until they know how much you care.”   As 
much as this quote seems over-used, it is nevertheless true, especially in the case of our new Out-
reach Staff.  They truly care about kids.  They get concerned when they see students not reaching 
their full potential, and are able to confront them in love about what they see happening, and what 
needs to change.  And kids are responding.  It is amazing to see a kid like David, who got kicked out 
of the LC about every other day last year, suddenly truly interested in his homework, and readily 
sharing his online grades with our staff, asking for help and intervention.   
 
I couldn’ t be more proud of the work that our staff is doing at Trinity and in our neighborhood!  

The Trinity Afterschool Program (TAP) is Trinity’s free, literacy-based tutoring program that serves students from 
neighboring Bryant Montessori. TAP has a rich, full history that spans back over 20 years. Many of the TAP tutors 
have been volunteers with the program since, or close to, its inception. 
 
I’d like to give a warm welcome to returning TAP tutors: Irene Orando, Edith Reynolds, Jene Hall, Gail Bennett, 
Patti Hicks, Nita, Arleta, Bev Cram, Marty Bennett, Rod Nash, and Sue Ellen Wyatt. This year we have been 
blessed to have some new tutors join us. A warm welcome to new TAP tutors, Matt Lambert, Matt Aosved, Chad 
McCann, Pastor Heidi Husted Armstrong, Carol Houk, and Learning Center kids, Sha-Lu’Juan and Tyree.  We 
appreciate all of the hard work that you do! 
 
TAP is in full swing this year with myself and our new AmeriCorps staff, Maggie Christofferson, 
(pictured here) overseeing the daily operations of TAP. There are some new and exciting changes 
happening at TAP this year! TAP has traditionally been held Monday-Wednesday in the Fellow-
ship Hall. This year, TAP has become a full-week program, running Monday-Friday.  The students 
attend neighboring Bryant Montessori and are handpicked to attend TAP. On a typical day at TAP 
you will find that each student working one on one with an individual tutor. Students receive their 
own 3 ring binder containing lessons and supplies. Tutors support students in completing lessons 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. After completing a lesson, students read or are read to by their 
tutors. At the end of each session, students gather together on the floor for “circle time”  and enjoy a group story.  
On Thursday and Friday, the students participate in a “classroom” type learning environment. TAP students prac-
tice their reading skills using worksheets and other interactive activities, like Word Bingo. 
 
TAP has always been right in line with Trinity’s tag line, “Living the Gospel in the Heart of Tacoma” . TAP sup-
ports neighborhood kids in a loving, intentional way and promotes an early love for learning. I believe that students 
and tutors alike leave with a filling of renewal and pride.  

I know that I do. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr i  Sat  

       

        
             1      2:30 Learning Center 

         3:30  TAP 
         5:00pm Trinity 
         Medical Clinic 

2     2:30 Learning Center 
         3:30  TAP  
         6:30  High School    
         Youth Group           

 

3     2:30 Learning Center 
         3:30  TAP 
         5:00 Clothing Bank   
         (Church Basement) 

4      1:00 Clothing Bank  
         & Soup Kitchen      
         (Church Basement) 
       2:30 Learning Center 
         3:30  TAP 

5    

6      10:00 am   
  Sunday Worship    
(2nd Sunday of  

Advent)  

7    2:30 Learning Center 
        3:30  TAP 
          

8      2:30 Learning Center 
         3:30  TAP 
         5:00pm Trinity 
         Medical Clinic 
 

9     2:30 Learning Center 
         3:30  TAP  
         6:30  High School    
         Youth Group 
 

10 2:30 Learning   
            Center 
            3:30  TAP 
           5:00 Clothing Bank   
           (Church Basement) 
 

11   1:00 Clothing Bank  
         & Soup Kitchen      
         (Church Basement) 
       2:30 Learning Center 
         3:30  TAP 

12     

13    10:00 am   
  Sunday Worship    
(3rd Sunday of  

Advent)  

14   2:30 Learning Center 
         3:30  TAP 

15   5:00pm Trinity 
        Medical Clinic 
        Session M tng.  
       6:30 pm 

16   2:30 Learning Center 
         3:30  TAP  
         6:30  High School    
         Youth Group 

17    2:30 Learning   
           Center 
           3:30  TAP 
           5:00 Clothing Bank   
           (Church Basement) 

18   1:00 Clothing Bank  
         & Soup Kitchen      
         (Church Basement) 
       2:30 Learning Center 
         3:30  TAP 

19 

20     10:00 am   
  Sunday Worship    
(4th Sunday of  

Advent)  

21    22   5:00pm Trinity 
        Medical Clinic 
        
 
         

23    24 Christmas Eve 
 
7:00 pm     Christmas   
                   Eve Service  
                   (Trinity) 
 

25 Chr istmas   
                  Day 
 
 

26      

27     10:00 am   
         Sunday  
         Worship    

28   2:30 Learning Center 
         3:30  TAP 

29 30 31   

 D ecem b er  2009 

If you would like to get something into the newsletter or calendar, please call Karla at the Trinity office at 253-272-8819. 
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·  Chr istmas House Shopping (Trinity Gym),  December 13th 
(right after worship), December 14th from 5-7pm, and Decem-
ber 15th (if needed) from 12-3.   

·  Middle School Family Chr istmas Par ty, Dec. 11th, 6:00-
8:00pm at Trinity Fellowship Hall 

·  High School Chr istmas Par ty, Dec. 16th , 6:00-8:00pm at    
Trinity House 

·  Chr istmas Eve Service, 7:00pm, Trinity Sanctuary                
(nursery open, no other childcare provided) 
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This has been a 
lifelong dream 
and a long time 
coming, so, need-
less to say, I am 
pretty dang ex-
cited. I first sub-
mitted this to the 
publisher (and a 
million other pub-
lishers) about five 
years ago. I©ve 
been trying to get 
published for a 
solid 10 years. 

The book is set in Tacoma, which I think is really 
cool. It©s coming out from Tricycle Press, an im-
print of Random House, in early June of 2010. It©s 
available now at Amazon, Borders, Barnes and 
Noble, etc. in pre-order status.  

Here©s what the back of the book will say: 

“When the Peshik family moves into its new 
home, life becomes strangely unbalanced. The 
floors tilt inwards and strange notes are scribbled 
on the walls. And those aren’ t the only mysteries. 
Brothers Josh and Aaron enlist the help of their 
neighbor Lola to learn more about the strange 
house, starting with the diary of its original occu-
pant, a brilliant but deranged inventor named F.T. 
Tilton. Interlocking stories of mad science, love 
lost and bodies buried combine to form the sus-
penseful and imaginative tale of The Tilting 
House.”  

People can check out another writing project of 
mine online, a book in blog form, at 
www.letteroffdead.com. 
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The Away Place 
has been 20 years 
in the making--6 
years for the first 
version that was 
never published, 
and 2 years spent 
rewriting it. I was 
able to get an 
agent in 2008 and 
they found a pub-
lisher, Strategic 
and Eloquent 
Books out of NY. 
This story is 
based on compi-
lations of real 
characters I have known and worked with over 
my 30+ year career working with individuals 
with disabilities, and many experiences Alan 
had working as the director of group homes in 
Denver. Many of the events in the book hap-
pened, though the story line is my own creation. 
I am very thankful to see the birth of this book 
after what I call my 20 year gestation! 
Book teaser : 
“ The Away Place is the poignant story of a spe-
cial bond between a man with Down Syndrome 
and an idealistic doctoral student. Sarah 
Richardson becomes an activist for protecting 
the rights of mentally challenged adults in the 
turbulent 1970’s. A deathbed confession from 
her mother spurs Sarah to found an experimental 
group home and five institutionalized adults 
move into her startup facility. She finds herself 
drawn to one especially sensitive and gentle 
man, John, who grew up in an institution never 
knowing his family. When tragedy strikes, it ul-
timately leads Sarah to discover secrets about 
her mother’s past. What happened to her mother 
that will bring Sarah’s past, present, and future 
to full circle?”  
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Financial Update From the Session 

By now you are aware that our church budget struggled through the 
summer months, and by mid-October we had no choice but to approve some 
substantial personnel budget cuts (some of which went into effect retroac-
tively, beginning October 1st). 

As October came to a close, we are grateful that we have seen an over-
all increase in financial giving over the previous months, including some sig-
nificant one-time gifts.  We are also aware that smaller gifts can also repre-
sent a huge sacrifice, so we are deeply thankful for your generosity in what-
ever form it comes!   

As November comes to a close, Session continues to vigilantly moni-
tor church income and expenses, and our genuine hope is that we will see not 
only an uptick in giving, but a consistent trend taking hold.   

In the meanwhile, please continue to prayerfully consider your giving 
to the Lord through the ministry and mission of Trinity.   And keep Trinity in 
your prayers. 

We remain confident that the God is watching over us!  
 

Sincerely, your 2009 Trinity Session 
 
 

     John Bekker                Angel Morton 
           

     Leigh Fitz                    Mark Mariani    
 

                                             Kevin Hunter               Tammy Newman 
 

 

Next Session Meeting:  Tuesday, December 15th, 2009 

Classes 

·  “ Falling In Love With Dead Christians”  Class meets 8:45 Sunday morning 
in Trinity House.  Join us for a lively discussion of JRR Tolkien’s lesser-known 
writings.  For more info contact Mike Spivey or Jackie Walton. 

·  Sunday Morning Bible Study Group: Meets at 9am in the cove off the Fel-
lowship Hall.  We are studying the Fruit of the Spirit—come and jump in where 
we are! 

·  Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study: Join us for fellowship Wednes-
day mornings from 9:30 -11:00am.  All women are welcome!    We are study-
ing Colossians, using a read and discuss format. Childcare provided. 
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